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1. Introduction



Abundance estimates have largely been based on counts of breeding birds or occupied nests in colonies, which is the most 
usually applied method of censusing colonial seabirds. Numbers reported as pairs or occupied nests have been multiplied 
by three to get the number of individuals. Trends have been calculated using published data from national monitoring 
programs and national censuses, as well as some previously unpublished data from national experts. 
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Topographic map of the Arctic
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This report summarizes population status and trends for 19 populations of Arctic seabirds. It is compiled as an input to 
the 2012 African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA) Report on the Conservation Status of Migratory Birds in the 
Agreement Area (abbreviated Conservation Status Report, CSR) being prepared by Wetlands International. The previous 
CSR report (CSR4) was published in 2008 and contained no detailed information of the status and trends of the Arctic 
seabird population analysed in this report. Thus, this is the first effort to summarize status and trends of Arctic seabirds in 
the agreement area. The report format including the tables are following AEWA CSR conventions, i.e., population sizes are 
expressed in individuals and trend calculations and status categories are based on AEWA guidelines. The AEWA agreement 
text, Action Plan and previous CRS Reports are available at: www.unep-aewa.org
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2. STATUS AND TRENDS 



2.1	 Northern Gannet Morus bassana
Northern Gannet has increased in numbers within its core 
range on the British Isles and also expanded its range in 
recent years. In UK and Ireland, the breeding population in 
2004-2005 was 262 000 pairs with its main distribution in 
Scotland (182 500 pairs), followed by Ireland (36 000 pairs) 
and Wales (32 100 pairs) (46). St Kilda in Scotland holds the 
world’s biggest gannet colony with 60 400 pairs in 2005 (75). 
Other countries with significant numbers include Iceland (31 
500 pairs) (33), France (21 500 pairs) in the Bretagne region 
(20), mainland of Norway (4 500 pairs) (7) and the Faroes (2 
350 pairs) (45). Germany holds one colony in Helgoland, which 
amounted 424 pairs in 2010 (24). As a part of the large-scale 
range expansion, Northern Gannet also colonized Russia in 
1996 with one breeding pair in the Murmansk area. In 2008, 
150 – 250 pairs bred in Russia (72). 

The species is increasing in all countries in the AEWA area 
except from the Faroes where the population is stable (45). 
The world population has increased continuously from around 50 000 pairs in the beginning of the 20th century to the 
current around 400 000 pairs (75).  

Northern Gannet is endemic to the North Atlantic, and the only breeding population outside the AEWA region is in eastern 
Canada; the size of this population has been estimated to 77 700 pairs (18). During winters, gannets from Europe migrate 
south, some are crossing the equator and winter off Africa. There is no evidence of mixing between the populations in 
Europe and NW Atlantic, but birds ringed in Canada have been recovered in southern Europe and Northwestern Africa (75).

Ian Stirling
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2. 2	Great Skua Catharacta skua
The world population of Great Skua is restricted to the North-
East Atlantic, and all breed within the AEWA area. The core 
breeding area is on the British Isles (9 600 pairs) (46) and in 
Iceland (5 400 pairs) (53). The species also breed in Faroe 
Islands (500 pairs) (45), on the Norway mainland (115 pairs) 
(8), on Svalbard (200 – 350 pairs) (6), and on Jan Mayen (10 
pairs)(33). 150 – 250 pairs do also breed along the Murmansk 
Coast in Russia (72). 

The species has increased in numbers in the British Isles 
during many centuries, and ringing recoveries have shown 
that birds breeding in Shetland (the area in the world with the 
biggest Great Skua population) have emigrated to establish 
new colonies in the north (30). Colonies were established at 
Bear Island 1970, Svalbard 1970, Norway mainland 1975, Jan 
Mayen 1984 and NW Russia 1989 (31). Great Skua continues 
to increase on the Norway mainland, on the Faroes, and on 
Svalbard (8, 45, 6). Data from Scotland shows an increase up 
to the Seabird 2000 census (1998-2002). More recent, reliable 
trend information for the whole population is lacking, but new data indicate a strong decline in one of the biggest colonies, 
Hoy in the Orkney Islands, between 1999 and 2010 (46). It is unclear whether this colony is representative for the whole 
British population (46). 

Great Skua is a migratory species, wintering off France and the Iberian Peninsula; there are also some wintering records 
from Cap Verde, Brazil and the Caribbean (22).

Northern Gannet by Alan D. Wilson

Great Skua Photo by  Psychofox, Wikipedia



2.3	Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus
The distribution of Long-tailed Skua is circumpolar and 
predominantly Arctic (32). The breeding population in 
Scandinavia and W Russia belongs to the nominate subspecies 
longicaudus whereas the Long-tailed Skuas in Greenland, 
North America and E Russia belongs to the pallescens 
subspecies (22). Consequently, the AEWA area covers the 
whole world population of longicaudus but only parts of the 
world population of pallescens. This analysis covers the two 
subspecies jointly for the whole AEWA area. 

Long-tailed Skua typically fluctuates in numbers and is difficult 
to survey; it is thus difficult to obtain good estimates on 
population sizes and trends. It breeds in Sweden (7 800 pairs) 
(63) and Norway (1 000 – 5 000 pairs) (74). The population in 
Finland is estimated to 200 – 10 000 individuals (70). One pair 
breeds in Iceland (50). The number of individuals in the AEWA 
part of Canada, which is only a small part of the North-Eastern 
Arctic Canada, is estimated to 10 000 individuals, but good 
survey data is lacking (2). The corresponding estimate for the whole arctic Canada, including outside the AEWA region, is 
10 000 – 100 000 pairs (68).

There are big uncertainties regarding the trends reported from different countries. The population in Sweden is stable but 
data quality is poor (64). There is no recent trend estimates reported for Finland, Norway or Canada. In Greenland, Long-
tailed Skua is decreasing after years of fluctuating numbers (12,39) Long-tailed Skua is a migrating species, and winters 
offshore between the Southern parts of Africa, South America and Antarctica (32).

2.4	Black-legged Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Black-legged Kittiwake is the most abundant gull globally 
and has a circumpolar distribution. The nominate subspecies 
tridactyla breeds in the AEWA region from W Arctic Russia to 
Scandinavia, Svalbard, Iceland, Greenland, British Isles, France, 
Iberian peninsula and Canada. It winters offshore in the North 
Atlantic, and it is likely that populations from various areas mix 
during winter (42). Ringing in the British Isles indicate some 
exchange with population in North America and Greenland 
(19). Black–legged Kittiwake has increased significantly during 
much of the 20th century (22), but started to decline in recent 
years in many areas. 

Within the AEWA area, Black-legged Kittiwake has its biggest 
breeding populations in Iceland (631 000 pairs) (15), British 
Isles (416 000 pairs) (46), Norway mainland (336 000 pairs) (8), 
Faroe Islands (160 000 pairs) (45), Russia (< 160 000 pairs) (72), 
Canada (109 000 pairs) (57,56) and Greenland (110 000 pairs) 
(51). Countries with minor breeding populations include 
Germany (6 995 pairs at Helgoland) (24), France (5000 pairs) (17, 20), Denmark (364 pairs) (16), Sweden (41 pairs) (63) and 
Spain (21 pairs) (9). 
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Long Tailed Skua by Jerzy Strzelecki

Black Legged Kittiwake by Steve Hillebrand



2.5	Little Auk Alle alle
Little Auk is the most abundant alcid and one of the most 
abundant seabirds worldwide. The distribution is in the 
North Atlantic, and the majority of the world population is 
breeding within the AEWA area. Greenland hosts the biggest 
population with an estimated 33 million pairs in West 
Greenland (25) and 5 – 10 million pairs in East Greenland 
(49). There are also big numbers of Little auks breeding in 
Svalbard (≈ 1 million pairs) (6), Jan Mayen (10 000 – 100 
000 pairs) (10) and Russia (55 000 – 75 000 pairs) (72). In 
the Canadian part of the AEWA area, at maximum 1000 
individuals are present (29). 

Trends are unknown for all breeding areas. Estimates for 
Little Auk abundance in Greenland vary significantly; the 
most recent, high number, for West Greenland (at least 33 
million pairs)(25) is based on extrapolation of data from aerial 
surveys. Earlier studies have estimated the total breeding 
numbers in whole Greenland between 7 and 20 million pairs 
(62, 11). Despite the great variability in population size estimates, Little auk is without doubt the most abundant seabird 
in the Northern hemisphere. 

Little Auks disperse during winter, major concentrations are found south west of Greenland, but some are also wintering 
around Svalbard, in the Norwegian Sea and the North Sea down to Skagerrak (14).
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2. 6	Common Guillemot Uria aalge
Common Guillemot has a circumpolar distribution and is one of the few alcid species that occur both in the Atlantic and 
the Pacific. As Common Guillemots are highly colonial and breed on exposed cliffs, they are relatively easy to survey, and 
population data is comparatively good. Common Guillemots winters offshore, mostly within the breeding range (22).  Five 
subspecies are recognized, of which three are present in the AEWA area.  

Little Auk by Carsten Egevang/ARC-PIC.COM

Among many of the countries with the highest population numbers, Black-legged Kittiwake is declining. This is true 
for Greenland (51), Iceland (35), the British Isles (46), mainland Norway (8) and the Faroe Islands (45). The Arctic Canada 
population is however increasing with approximately 1 % per year (57, 56). In the countries with less significant population 
numbers, it is stable in Germany (24), France (17, 20) and Sweden (64), and declining in Denmark (16) and Spain (9). The 
decline within the AEWA area fulfils the AEWA criteria for categorization as Significant Long-term Decline.

Black-legged Kittiwake subspecies tridactyla occurs in addition to the AEWA area in Canada (outside the AEWA region 
approx. 110 000 pairs)(68) and in New England (21). In eastern Russia and the Pacific, Black-legged Kittiwake subspecies 
pollicaris breed with over 1 million pairs in Eastern Russia and over 700 000 pairs in Alaska (42).

2.6.1 ssp. aalge

Distributed in East North America, Greenland, Iceland, Faeroes, Scotland, S Norway and the Baltic Sea (22). Within AEWA area, 
the highest numbers are in Iceland (690 000 pairs) (44), Scotland 782 000 (46), Faroes (100 000 pairs) (45). On the Norway 
mainland, the aalge subspecies is according to the literature distributed in Central and Southern Norway, to be replaced 
by hyperborea further north, although the exact distribution is not clear. According to this geographical delineation for 
subspecies, the number of breeding aalge on the Norway mainland (in the Norwegian Sea and North Sea areas) is 5 150 
pairs (8). Subspecies aalge also breed in Southern Greenland, the population estimated to 1 500 pairs (13).



Common Guillemot ssp. aalge does also breed in the Baltic Sea, 
and it has sometimes been suggested to consist of a separate 
subspecies (intermedia). A recent study does however not 
support separating Baltic Sea Common Guillemot from 
the aalge subspecies (69). In the Baltic Sea, the Common 
Guillemot population totals 14 000 pairs, distributed between 
Denmark (2 800 pairs, islands Ertholmerne) (55), Finland (70-
140 individuals) (70) and Sweden (11 000 pairs) (63).

In the core distribution area, the North Atlantic, ssp. aalge is 
declining. The population in Iceland is declining after many 
previous decades of increase (35), and the populations in 
Scotland, Norway and the Faroes are also declining (46, 
8,45). In Baltic Sea however, Common Guillemot is stable 
in Sweden (64) and increasing in Finland (70) and Denmark 
(55). The decline within the AEWA area fulfills the criteria for 
categorization as Significant Long-term Decline. Outside the 
AEWA region, Uria aalge aalge breeds in Eastern Canada with approximately 500 000 pairs (40).
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2.6.2 ssp. albionis

The subspecies albionis has a restricted range in Britain and Ireland (not including Scotland) Helgoland, France (Brittany) 
and the Iberian Peninsula (22). The whole world population of Uria aalge albionis breed within the AEWA area. The majority 
of the birds are on the British Isles (262 000 pairs) (46) followed by Germany (2 250 pairs at Helgoland) (24) and France (270 
– 300 pair) (20). The total number on the Iberian peninsula has decreased dramatically during many decades and is today 
below 50 pairs (3, 60).

In the core area in the British Isles, Uria aalge albionis is increasing (46) and the population in France is also increasing 
(17,20). The population in Helgoland is stable (24).

Uria lomvia has a circumpolar distribution with breeding populations both in the North Pacific and North Atlantic. There 
are four subspecies recognized, of which only the nominate subspecies lomvia breeds within the AEWA area. Good 
census – and trend data for Europe is lacking (7). Brünnich’s Guillemots are dispersing rather than migrating, some 
towards Greenland and Newfoundland, others are found along the pack-ice limits in Barents Sea (7). 

The countries with the biggest population in the AEWA area are Russia (275 000 – 525 000 pairs) (72), Svalbard (850 000 
pairs) (72), Arctic Canada (680 000 pairs) (1,2), Greenland (330 000 pairs) (58, 61), Iceland (325 000 pairs) (44) and Jan 
Mayen (74 000 – 147 000 pairs) (10). There are also some Brünnich’s Guillemots breeding on the Norway mainland (1 510 
pairs) (8). 

Monitoring of Brünnich’s Guillemot indicate declines in most of its range in the AEWA region. Significant declines have 
been reported from Iceland (35), Greenland (58, 61), the Norwegian mainland (8) and Russia (6). Brünnich’s Guillemot has 
however increased in Canada with approximately 1 % per year. Overall, on the whole population scale, the population 
shows a significant long-term decline according to the AEWA criteria.

2.6.3  ssp. hyperborea

Uria aalge hyperborea replaces aalge N of approx. 69°N and breed in North Norway, Svalbard and W Russia. The population 
consists of approximately 125 000 breeding pairs, breeding in Svalbard (100 000 pairs) (6), N Norway (Barents Sea area) 
(< 10 000 pairs) (8), Murmansk Coast, Russia (7 800 – 8 400 pairs) (72) and in Novaya Zemlya (750 pairs) (72) and Jan 
Mayen (500 – 1 000 pairs) (73). 

Subspecies hyperborea has been increasing up to 1996 in the most important breeding locations in Russia and Svalbard 
(6), and until 2005 in mainland Norway (8). There is no more recent trend information available.

2.7 Brünnich’s Guillemot Uria lomvia

Thick-billed Murre by Flemming Merkel
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2.8.1 ssp. torda

The strongholds for ssp. torda are the Norway mainland (25 
300 pairs)(8), Russia 4 000 – 5000 pairs (72), Greenland 3 000 – 
6 000 pairs (68), Denmark (1 200 pairs) (16), and Canada (1 000 
individuals) (2). Recent trend information for those countries 
is lacking. The torda subspecies has also a strongly increasing 
population in the Baltic Sea, with 25 000 pairs distributed along the coasts of Sweden (63, 64), 14 000 – 17 000 individuals 
in Finland (70), 1 200 pairs in Denmark (islands Ertholmene and Bornholm) (54, 55) and 1 – 10 pairs in Estonia (26).

2.8.2 ssp. islandica
The subspecies islandica has its core breeding area in Iceland (310 000 pairs) (44) and on the British Isles (145 000 pairs) 
(46). In the Faroe Islands, additionally 4 500 pairs of this subspecies breed (37). Small populations breed also in France 
(31-33 pairs) (20) and in Germany (16 pairs on Helgoland)(24). Alca torda islandica is decreasing in numbers in Iceland 
after many years of increase (35). 

In the British Isles, colonies sampled for the Seabird Monitoring Programme show an apparent decline over the last 
decade. However, it is thought the colonies sampled may be unrepresentative of the population as a whole because 
during the preceding years, from 1986 to 1999,  the percentage change in abundance in the sample was double the 
actual change that occurred in the total population (as shown by more comprehensive census data) (46).

The species is increasing in France after a long period of decline (17,20), stable in Germany (24) and the current trend for 
the Faroes is unknown.

2. 8 Razorbill Alca torda
A species endemic to the North Atlantic, highly dispersed as a 
breeder in a large area from the White Sea to Norway, Iceland, 
Greenland and North America. The Razorbill is widespread in 
Europe, with populations in the Baltic Sea and North Sea, down 
to France (22, 43). The Razorbill is partially migratory and moves 
southwards during winter (43). Large concentrations occur in 
around the British Isles in the end of the breeding season (43).   
Two subspecies are recognized; both having their complete 
distribution within the AEWA area.

2. 9	Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle
Black Guillemot has a circumpolar distribution. This species breed less concentrated than the other alcid species and is thus 
more difficult to monitor. Population status - and trend data is reported here is relatively uncertain. Black Guillemot is more 
sedentary than to the other alcids and feeds usually in inshore areas (28). Five subspecies are recognized, and all of them 
occur within the AEWA area.

2.9.1  ssp. grylle
The nominate subspecies breeds in the Baltic Sea, with 9700 pairs in Sweden (63), 34 000 – 40 000 individuals in Finland 
(70) and 20 – 40 pairs in Estonia (26). The population has declined in Sweden (64, 5) but is stable in Finland (70) and 
Estonia (26). The population within the AEWA region is the whole world population of this subspecies.

Razorbill by GSD97JKS, Wikipedia
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This Arctic subspecies has a wide distribution range. The 
highest numbers are in Arctic Canada with an estimated 
number of 250 000 individuals (36, 2). Large numbers do also 
breed in Svalbard (20 000 pairs) (6), Greenland (10 000 – 20 
000 pairs) (13), Novaya Zemlya (6 000 – 7 000 pairs) (72) and 
Franz Josef Land (3 000 – 4 000 pairs) (72). There has also 
been some Cepphus grylle mandtii breeding in Jan Mayen 
(100 – 1 000 pairs) in the past (27), but no recent information 
is available for that population.  Cepphus grylle mandtii also 
breeds outside the AEWA region in SW Canada (Labrador 
and Newfoundland).  Trend information is lacking from the 
breeding areas.

2.9.2  ssp. mandtii

Black Gullemot by Henrik Thorburn2.9.3 ssp. arcticus

This subspecies is also widely distributed but has a more southerly distribution than ssp. mandtii. The delineation 
between mandtii and arcticus in Greenland is not completely clear (11). Cepphus grylle arcticus breed in S Greenland (180 
000 – 190 000 pairs) (11), on the Norway mainland (35 400 pairs) (8), in the Murmansk Coast and White Sea in Russia 
(8000 pairs) (72) and in the British Isles (21 000 pairs) (46). Smaller populations inhabit Denmark (1 400 pairs) (16) and 
the Swedish west coast (1 300 pairs) (63). Outside the AEWA area, arcticus breed in North America, south of the mandtii 
distribution area (22).

Good trend data is lacking for some of the countries having the largest breeding populations. In Greenland, Black 
Guillemot is probably stable (11) and it is stable also in the British Isles (46). The trend is not known for the Norwegian 
mainland population (8). The Danish population is increasing (16) and the Swedish west coast population is probably 
stable (52, 4), although Swedish long-term monitoring data is lacking (23).

2.9.4 ssp. islandicus

This subspecies only breeds in Iceland, the estimated population size is 10 000 – 15 000 pairs. The population has 
exhibited a significant long-term decline (67,48, 47).

2.9.5 ssp. faeroeensis

This subspecies only breeds in the Faroes, with a total population of about 3 500 pairs (37). No recent data on the trend 
of this population is available.

2.10  Atlantic Puffin Fratercula arctica
Atlantic Puffin has a wide breeding distribution in the North Atlantic, from Novaya Zemlya in the East to Norway, Svalbard, 
Iceland, Faroes, Greenland and Canada, and in Europe on the British Isles and France. This species disperse during winter 
and is generally found in low concentrations from the ice edge in North down to Azores, Canary Islands and the South 
Eastern USA (41). 

There is doubt whether Atlantic Puffin has true subspecies - the morphometric variation observed does indicate a clinal 
variation rather than discrete populations. Many authors, including recently released recommendations from the British 
Trust for Ornithology, have suggested treating Atlantic Puffin as monotypic (71). A recent publication from the British 
Seabird 2000 census treats ssp. grabae and arctica jointly and naumanni as a separate subspecies (59).

Three subspecies are still considered in the Howard and Moore Checklist of the Birds of the World (23): naumanni, arctica 
and grabae, which all have their main breeding areas within the AEWA region.
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Subspecies arctica is distributed between the Northern area 
of ssp. naumanni and the southern areas of ssp. grabae. The 
main breeding areas are in Iceland (3 – 4 million pairs) (15) 
and the Norwegian mainland (1.7 million pairs) (8). Fratercula 
arctica artica occurs also in much smaller numbers along the 
Murmansk Coast (< 5 000 pairs) and in S Greenland (3 000 – 5 000 pairs). 

In Central and Northern Norway, the trends for arctica are different between regions, with decline in the Norwegian Sea 
region and increase in the Barents Sea region up to 2005 (8).  Subspecies arctica does also breed outside the AEWA area: 
in NE U.S.A. with approximately 50 pairs (40).

2.10.1  ssp. naumanni

This subspecies is the most Northern, and least abundant 
Atlantic Puffin subspecies, and it is having its whole breeding 
distribution within the AEWA area. Breeding occurs in 
Svalbard (10 000 pairs) (6), Jan Mayen (1 000 pairs), Arctic 
Canada (< 1 000 individuals) (2), Greenland (100 – 200 pairs) 
(11), and N Novaya Zemlya (> 100 pairs) (6, 72).  The trends 
are unknown for all areas. 

2.10.2  ssp. arctica

Atlantic Puffin by Mark Marissink

2.10.3 ssp. grabae

Subspecies grabae is the southernmost distributed Atlantic Puffin subspecies with colonies in the British Isles (600 000 
pairs) (46), the Faroes (550 000 pairs) (37) on in Southern Norway (14 000 pairs) (8). A minor breeding population is also 
found in France (130 – 177 pairs) (17, 20). 

Atlantic Puffin ssp. grabae was increasing in its core area in the British Isles until the early part of this century at least. 
However, recent complete counts of occupied burrows from two of the largest colonies (Farne Islands and Isle of May) 
indicate substantial declines of 17 - 34% between 2003 and 2008/2009 although it is not know whether these decreases 
are representative of the UK as a whole (46). 

There is no recent trend information available for the Faroes population. The small French population has declined in 
a long-term perspective and continues to do so (17, 20). The trend for the S Norwegian population is unknown. This 
subspecies is, if considered as a true subspecies, endemic as a breeder to the AEWA region. 

Arctic Seabirds 11
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3. TABLES 



 
 
Population 

Breeding range Wintering, or 
core non-
breeding range 
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Sula (Morus) bassana Northern Gannet GB, Iceland, France, Norway, NW 
Russia, Helgoland 

NE Atlantic, off W 
Africa  

 X    X 

Catharacta skua  Great Skua NE Atlantic N + C Atlantic   X     
Stercorarius longicaudus  Long-tailed 
Skua 

        

longicaudus Scandinavia, Russia, Greenland 
Canada 

off S Africa, S 
America, 
Antarctica 

 X X   X 

Rissa tridactyla  Black-legged Kittiwake         
tridactyla  Circumpolar N Atlantic  X X   X 
Alle alle Little Auk         
alle High Arctic, Baffin Is – Novaya Zemlya Greenland, Svalbard, Arctic Canada, 

Arctic Russia 
N Atlantic  X X   X 

Uria aalge Common Guillemot         
aalge – E North America, Greenland, 
Iceland, Faeroes, Scotland, S Norway, 
Baltic 

E North America, Greenland, Iceland, 
Faeroes, Scotland, S Norway, Baltic 

N Atlantic  X    X 

albionis Ireland, S Britain, France, Iberia, 
Helgoland 

Ireland, S Britain, France, Iberia, 
Helgoland 

N Atlantic  X     

hyperborea  Svalbard, N Norway to 
Novaya Zemlya 

Svalbard, N Norway to Novaya Zemlya N Atlantic  X X    

Uria lomvia Brunnich’s Guillemot         
lomvia – E North America, Greenland, E to 
Severnaya Zemlya 

E North America, Greenland, E to 
Severnaya Zemlya 

N Atlantic  X X   X 

Alca torda  Razorbill         
torda  E North America, Greenland, E to 
Baltic & White Seas 

E North America, Greenland, E to 
Baltic & White Seas 

N Atlantic  X    X 

islandica  Iceland, Faeroes, Britain, Ireland, 
Helgoland, NW France 

Iceland, Faeroes, Britain, Ireland, 
Helgoland, NW France 

N Atlantic  X     

Cepphus grylle Black Guillemot         
grylle Baltic Sea Baltic Sea Baltic Sea  X     
mandtii  Arctic E North America to 
Greenland, Jan Mayen & Svalbard E 
through Siberia to Alaska 

Arctic E North America to Greenland, 
Jan Mayen & Svalbard E through 
Siberia to Alaska 

N (Arctic) Atlantic  X X   X 

arcticus N America, S Greenland, Britain, 
Ireland,  Scandinavia, White Sea 

N America, S Greenland, Britain, 
Ireland, Scandinavia, White Sea 

N Atlantic  X    X 

islandicus  Iceland Iceland N Atlantic  X     
faeroeensis Faeroes Faeroes N Atlantic  X     
Fratercula arctica  Atlantic Puffin         
arctica Hudson Bay & Maine E to S 
Greenland, Iceland, Bear Is, Norway to S 
Novaya Zemlya 

Hudson Bay & Maine E to S 
Greenland, Iceland, Bear Is, Norway to 
S Novaya Zemlya 

N Atlantic  X X   X 

naumanni NE Canada, N Greenland, to 
Jan Mayen, Svalbard, N Novaya Zemlya 

NE Canada, N Greenland, to Jan 
Mayen, Svalbard, N Novaya Zemlya 

N Atlantic  X X   X 

grabae Faeroes, S Norway & Sweden, 
Britain, Ireland, NW France 

Faeroes, S Norway, Britain, Ireland, 
NW France 

N Atlantic  X     

 

Table 1: List of Arctic seabird populations, their breeding ranges, wintering areas and global occurrence

..
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Population Status 2005 Status 2011 Justification of change 

Morus bassanus B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

Catharacta skua B1 B1  

Stercorarius longicaudus C1 C1  

Rissa tridactyla B2a B2c Does not fulfill B2a criteria1. Significant long-term decline within AEWA.  

Alle alle B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

Uria aalge aalge B2a B2c Does not fulfill B2a criteria1. Significant long-term decline within AEWA.  

Uria aalge albionis B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

Uria aalge hyperborea B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

Uria lomvia B2a B2c Does not fulfill B2a criteria1. Significant long-term decline within AEWA.  

Alca torda torda C1 C1  

Alca torda islandicus C1 C1  

Cepphus grylle grylle B1 B1  

Cepphus grylle mandtii B1 C1 Higher population numbers than previously reported 

Cepphus grylle arcticus B1 C1 Higher population numbers than previously reported 

Cepphus grylle islandicus B1 A3c Lower population numbers than previously reported, and significant long-term decline 

Cepphus grylle faeroeensis B1 A1c Lower population numbers than previously reported 

Fratercula arctica arctica B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

Fratercula arctica naumanni B2a A3a Lower population numbers than previously reported 

Fratercula arctica grabae B2a C1 Does not fulfill B2a criteria1 

1 In accordance with AEWA resolution 4.12 paragraph 1a, Concentrated to a few sites means: “ […] concentrates on a small number of sites means that 90 % of a population 
should be concentrated in ten or fewer sites during any part of the life cycle”.  

Table 2: Status and trends of Arctic seabird populations, and references to original studies on which the estimates are based

Table 3: Current status of Arctic seabird populations according to AEWA criteria, status judgement the previous assessment (2005) and justification 
of status change 2005 - 2011
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Population Abundance estimate  2011* Source abundance  2011 Trend 2011 Source trend 2011 

Morus bassanus 967,000 8, 15, 20, 24, 34, 45, 46, 72 increase 8, 15, 17, , 24, 34, 46, 72 

Catharacta skua 48,000 6, 8, 45, 46, 53, 72 increase 6, 8, 46, 53, 72 

Stercorarius longicaudus C – D** 15, 12, 39, 50, 63, 70, 74, 2 (stable) 12, 39, 50, 64, 70, 74 

Rissa tridactyla 6,600,000 6, 8, 9, 10, 15, 20, 24, – 45, 46, 51, 56, 57, 
63, 16, 72 

decline 6, 8, 9, 10, 17, 20, 24, 35, 
45, 46, 51, 56, 57, 64, 16, 72 

Alle alle 117,000,000 – 133,000,000 6, 10, 25, 29, 49, 72 unknown 	
  
Uria aalge aalge 4,800,000 8, 13, 44 - 46, 54, 63, 70, 55 decline 8, 13, 35, 46, 64, 70, 55 

Uria aalge albionis 800,000 3, 20, 24, 46 increase 3, 17, 20, 24, 46 

Uria aalge hyperborea 330,000 – 360,000 6, 8, 9, 15, 72 (increase) 6, 8, 9, 15, 72 

Uria lomvia 7,600,000 – 8,600,000 6, 8, 10, 1, 44, 58, 61, 2 decline 6, 8, 35, 1, 58, 61, 2 

Alca torda torda 190,000 – 205,000 6, 8, 26, 54, 63, 68, 70, 73, 55, 2, 72 increase 8, 26, 64, 68, 70, 73, 55, 2, 
72 

Alca torda islandicus 1,380,000 20 24, 37, 44, 46 decline 17, 20, 24, 35, 37, 46 

Cepphus grylle grylle 63,000 – 69,000 26, 63, 70 (stable) 26, 63, 70 

Cepphus grylle mandtii 365,000 – 405,000 6, 13, 27, 36, 2, 72 unknown 	
  

Cepphus grylle arcticus 740,000 – 770,000 8, 13, 46, 64, 16, 5, 72 (stable) 46, 63, 72 

Cepphus grylle islandicus 30,000 – 45,000 67 decline 67 

Cepphus grylle faeroeensis 10,000 37 unknown 	
  
Fratercula arctica arctica 14,000,000 – 17,000,000 8, 13, 15, 72 (decline) 8, 13, 15, 72 

Fratercula arctica naumanni 35,000 6, 13, 73, 2, 72 unknown 	
  
Fratercula arctica grabae 3,500,000 8, 17, 20, 37, 46 (increase) 17, 37, 46 

* Number of individuals 
	
  

** C-D according to AEWA guidelines means that the population size is something between 25.000 and 1 million individuals 
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